Notes of special meeting about selling local playing fields: Tilehurst Globe Wed.1 October 2008

Present:  Liz Ellis (chair), Jenny Cottee (notes), Ron and Sheila Smith, Cllr Tom Steele, Sandra Vickers, Lesley West, Tina Allen, David Sumpster, Eamon White, Heather Chiswell. Apologies: Pam Web

1. Introduction: consultation about selling Downing Rd Playing Fields Liz welcomed people to the single item meeting on the topic of the proposed sale of Downing Rd Playing field . 
She pointed out a copy of the advertisement that had been placed in the local press, and the letter from Vicky Watsham to Globe members about the proposal to sell the land. She ponted out the two areas of land involved- the large grass playingfield and the tarmac play space. During the meeting they would both be included in the phrase playing fields- there is no facility in the current consultation to provide separate answers for the two parcels of land. 

The proposed sale needs to be authorized by the Secretary of State at the department for children schools and families under an Act of Parliament  and in particular  a formal information and guidance document (The Protection of School Playing Fields and Land for Academies July 2007) 

Reading Council intend to ask permission to sell the land. To do this they need to have asked the local community what they think .

The purpose of the consultation is to find out what people think about the proposal that the land should be sold. The Secretary of State will not take any notice of planning arguments, since the legislation is just about selling off the land.

At a later stage specific planning issues would be considered, and quite soon there will be a related consultation about the use of the land ( this will be part of a large consultation on the use of lots of sites in Reading 

Now the question is very simple. What do people think about the proposal that the land is sold by Reading Council. 

If you want reading Council to sell the land you say yes, if not you say no.

Tilehurst Globe does not hold a view on such matters, although individual members will hold opinions. The role of Tilehurst Globe is to inform people and help them take part in the democratic process. 

2. Considering the reasons for and against selling the land.  The meeting considered the reasons for  and identified: 

· to raise capital to pay for rebuilding the school on one site, and relocate the library, and clinic etc. 

· to make land available for housing

Regarding the reasons why the land should not be sold , the meeting identified the following reasons:

· There is no other open space in the area suitable for recreation team games and sport. This locality was identified as deficient in Open space in the Open Space audit conducted by Reading council ( along with the central area of Reading).Subsequently Reading Council have decided to rectify and ameliorate such deficiencies. Locals know this very well there is a shortage of playing fields- e.g. Tilehurst cricket club  had to relocate due to poor facilities. 

· Playing fields should be within walking distance of people’s homes

· The land was originally   purchased by the council by compulsory purchase in 1947.Morally it should not now be sold on.

· The only alternative fairly near is the Victoria recreation Ground , but it involves crossing  main roads,I s not owned by RBC and so not secure, and fully used at demand times and is not a suitable  alternative .

· There is a shortage of spaces for team games-the proposed replacement land in the relocated school would be smaller, and in the wrong place.

· This legislation was designed to protect school playing fields for use by schools and the community.

· The playing fields could  be used by the community if the school released them for letting. 

· Reading Council is on track with meeting its housing targets so the land is not needed for housing.

3. Opinions of people at the meeting. It became clear that no one present agreed with the proposal to sell the land  so the meeting moved on to consider what can be done .

4. What can be done in discussion the following suggestions were made:
· Write letters to Vicky watsham as explained in the advertisement saying you do not want the playing fields sold and why

· A petition might be useful

· Posters

· Talk about the issue with local people in clubs, societies etc , write to the paper, perhaps an event or article in the press would help

· Is there any possibility of the land being a ‘tennis hot spot’ as well?

5. Next steps.
a)  It was agreed that a small group would pass on information and consider suggestions etc to any volunteers who are interested. The notes of this meeting would be posted on the Tilehurst Globe website and to globe members as are the notes of all globe meetings, but it is unlikely that any further information would be sent through this route-the matter would need to be considered  carefully  at the next Globe meeting 15 October. 

6.  Liz closed the meeting at 8.45pm after thanking people for their attendance

