NOTES OF MEETING – TILEHURST GLOBE – Wednesday 18 April  2012  

Present: David Webber, Pam Webb,  Tina Allen, Lesley West,  Judy Cullen, Marie Hubbard, Roger Sym, Tony and Margaret Horne , Carol McLellan Jane Blake, Pat Ager, Tom Steele, Ron& Sheila Smith, Jenny Cottee (notes), Liz Ellis(chair)
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	Traffic and Pedestrians in Central Tilehurst: Simon Beasley (RBC officer i/c traffic management ) returned to update us on progress since he spoke in December. He explained that his section deals with Local Area Enhancements of varying size( from j11 of M4, to simple waiting restrictions) mostly funded by bids for central government cash.  The overall purpose of any local scheme is to reduce accidents/the severity of accidents. Here in central Tilehurst does not seem to be any pattern of common features to accidents in the Triangle area- apart from that many are children.

The most immediate action we will see is the consultation to take place at end of May regarding the proposed ban on footpath/verge parking in named roads (ie a waiting restriction with £70 fine). The purpose is to ensure the footpaths are available for pedestrians, verges are protected from being churned up, and vehicle speed reduction since the carriage-way will be effectively reduced in width.  We discussed practicalities- eg what will parents of Park Lane pupils do? A few actually need to use cars (illness/disability). In other cases more encouragement to walk/cycle etc may be helpful.  Perhaps the Manchester solution (parking ban within immediate vicinity of schools) might  be tried in Reading? Simon explained that enforcement would be not reliant on police activity- the council have a recently re-fitted enforcement vehicle that reads number plates of cars in the wrong place/or waiting when not allowed to, and issues fine tickets automatically.

Following a request from Jenny, Simon outlined the rationale of ‘shared space’ a design approach that seeks to change the way streets operate by reducing the dominance of motor vehicles, primarily through lower speeds and encouraging drivers to behave more accommodatingly towards pedestrians. Simon referred to Dept of transport ( http://assets.dft.gov.uk/publications/ltn-01-11/ltn-1-11.pdf) and professional magazines, and pioneer Ben Hamilton-Baillie.The ideas are a controversial reversal of the 60’s policy of the Buchanan report recommending separating traffic and pedestrians. The idea is to blur boundaries – so roads do not have defined edges, so all users are more alert of others and share the common space. 

The ideas are more  strange to us in UK than to Europeans/ eg Scandinavians. The controversy centres around safety for all users- especially partially sighted/guide-dog users etc. An early re-vamp happened in Ashford, see also near John Radcliife Hospital in Oxford, and Reading’s Broad Street; Exhibition Rd London is a recent high profile ( and extremely expensive) example. It is highly unlikely that Tilehurst would ever see such a re-vamp, but some of the philosophy may be reflected. Perhaps more traffic islands in school rd rather than our requested pedestrian crossings-- side roads need consideration too.  

The department is engaged in considering different alternatives prior to making specific suggestions to councillors. We may see some suggestions in say 12 months eg possible 20 mph speed limit in immediate Triangle area. The overall aim is to reduce accidents- and make Tilehurst a people-friendly environment even though there are no alternative routes for cars/buses etc. 

Regarding relations with West Berkshire Simon said colleagues   works closely together. Both highway authorities are bound by national standards re pedestrian crossings etc. It is unlikely Overdown rd meets the pedestrian crossing criteria even though there are several schools close. The traffic is relatively light and and the road is straight so one can see and be seen easily.
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	Planning news: (i)  Wool shop- the meeting approved  the Tilehurst Globe presentation to Diane with a thank you plant and card- she has been a good friend displaying posters etc. Many members had responded to the consultation. We do not yet know wether it will go to committee or be determined by an officer. (ii) 49 Overdown rd . Some members had been concerned about another planning application to use public land for a private property.no news when the matter will be determined. (iii)The National Planning Policy Framework is now in place, and the planning inspector considering the Sites and Detailed Policies Document had suggested a modification to the document to refer to the new framework.
	look out for news
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	RBC Grant 2012/13 The meeting agreed to the proposed allocation of the £375 grant to cover cost of rent for 7 meetings (sept-march) ,insurance, stationery and a proportion of the newsletter costs. Judy will show these items in the accounts so proper use of the grant can be demonstrated  to the audit staff.  
	Judy
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	Planting the cattle trough. Liz explained the slow progress with this project. We need a licence ( to obtain this we must supply details of planting plans with height of plants etc) . Also  RBC highways tell us that contrary to the advice of our insurance broker we need £10 million (not our current £5 million) public liability insurance .The meeting endorsed liz’s attempts to find a way through the morass without prejudicing the group’s future activities. 
	liz continue discussions.

Jane produce detailed planting plans to meet highways licence requirements,

All new practical projects on hold until RBC Highways insurance requirements sorted
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	Updates  and correspondence (i) Used Chewing gum containers –liz had some information from ‘gum drops’ as used in Basingstoke- the scheme sounds expensive .Liz passed the baton to Lesley (ii) Woodland leaflets Catalyst housing  have offered £100 to pay for Lousehill leaflet , so that we will be able to produce the hoped for suite of three leaflets- the updated Blundells leaflet , and two new ones Mcillroy and lousehill. The meeting agreed that only the logos of the sponsor(s)  for each specific leaflet should be included. They authorised expenditure up to a total of £500 for the three leaflets  so that the Dorothy Morely award and the catalyst award would be supplemented by globe savings.The meeting congratulated liz on the progress made. (iii) Blundells path improvement. Jenny reported that she had spoken with Dave. He has identified one possible grant, and will contact Oonagh soon to check progress.  Jenny reported that she has said Globe members will help in preparing grant application as needed .There seems little other chance of any funding in the foreseeable future ( apart remote chance of s106 cash) and the path needs refurbishment to restore accessibility to many. (iv) Corwen gardens- roses planted, compost bins under control, more weeding and planting needed end of May…(v) watering the trees at the triangle and at usk /cockney hill is  in hand by kind volunteers ( even in the rain…) (vi) Scouting in the community.Liz had been approached by a representative of the scouts asking to put up a notice about their family fun event. As discussed at last meeting we don’t put up notices for other organisations, however she has invited representative scouts to our next meeting to talk about working together. 
	Lesley report as and when

Liz 
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	Plans for next meetings  so far  we have : 16  May meeting: planning hospital show (9 June)  and discussion on traffic/pedestrians/cyclists – what do we think about the issues raised in this meeting  . June meeting – suggestions welcome .july walk - suggestions welcome Things to be done during the summer -  xmas lights project  what else?
	please email /phone ideas 
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	AOB (i) Green Policy Forum Roger reported that he is convening a ‘Green Policy Forum”, to report to the Labour Party . Any one may join/contribute to the \forum that will propose policy for consideration by the local Labour Party . If adopted it would then inform actions of the councilors. Contact Roger for more details- next meeting is on wed 16 May at 8.00pm upstairs at RISC,London St. It would be possible for any member of globe to attend and raise issues eg cycling facilities that we find difficulty in effecting  (ii) Bird boxes- Lesley reported that she will bring a sample of the bird boxes her husband is making to the next meeting – we can sell at Hospital Show.
	more info contact Roger Sym via Tilehurst Globe 


